17/7/20
Dear Parent/Carer,
I am writing to inform you of the change to the original start date for pupils in September, following
yesterday’s guidance from the Local Authority.
The first two days of Autumn Term, Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September, will be used by schools
to prepare and plan for assessing risk and putting in place control measures, and processes and
procedures for keeping learners and staff safe once everyone returns to school.
Therefore all pupils from Reception to Year 6 (including the Spider class) will return to school on
Thursday 3rd September. The first group of Nursery pupils will return on Monday 7th September and our
new starters in the Nursery class will begin school on Monday 14 th September.
We have provided more detailed guidance for you alongside this letter which includes staggered start
and finish times. We have endeavoured to keep these as close as possible to the times of the regular
school day whilst ensuring that the statutory number of hours of teaching time is maintained.
The staggered start and finish times are to reduce the number of people gathered within or around the
school premises at any one time, therefore we cannot stress enough the importance of pupils being
punctual, as late arrivals will compromise the safety processes and procedures we have put in place.
During the last academic year we have had a number of pupils arriving late, however it is imperative
that this doesn’t happen as we cannot have the reception area or other entrance points crowded with
multiple pupils from different classes.
All learners are expected to return to school from the 3rd September and we encourage all pupils to
wear their school uniform. Please refer to the additional guidance document for further information.
I’m sure that many of you will be anxious about the return to school in September but I can assure you
that we will do all that we can to ensure your children are happy and safe
Thank you for your continued support
Yours sincerely,
Mr
Mr C.Coole
C. Coole
Headteacher

Darran Park Primary School
Return to School - Guidance for parents
September 2020
Dear Parents/carers,

Following the announcement by Kirsty Williams, Education Minister on Thursday 9th July we are now preparing to welcome all of the
children back into school in September for the new academic year. We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all of your
continued support during this extremely difficult period.
This guidance is to inform you of the changes we will make in order to make the transition back into school at this time as safe as
possible for our children, staff and families. We would ask that you support us in implementing these safety measures and follow the
guidance fully.
Yours sincerely,
Mr C. Coole

When will the children return to school?
All children from Reception to Year 6, including Spider Class will return to school on Thursday 3rd September.
Our existing nursery children will return on Monday 7th September.
New nursery children will begin school on Monday 14th September.

Class routines
Classes will enter and exit at staggered times to allow for there to be a limited number of adults and children entering or
exiting the building at any one time. See staggered times below.

Foundation Phase Classes

Key Stage 2

Grasshoppers

9.30am - 2.30pm

Owls

8.45am – 2.40pm (bottom yard)

Bees

8.45am – 2.40pm

Woodpeckers

8.55am – 2.50pm (bottom yard)

Butterflies

8.45am 2.40pm

Bluebirds

8.45am - 2.40pm (top yard)

Ladybirds

8.55am - 2.50pm

Squirrels

8.55am - 2.50pm (top yard)

Dragonflies

9.05am - 3.00pm

Foxes

9.05am - 3pm (bottom yard)

Otters

9.05am - 3pm (top yard)

Important Information
• Please ensure that your child is waiting in the yard ready to be collected by a member of staff at their allocated
time. All children will need to be punctual as we cannot have children entering through the main entrance.
• Only one adult per child to wait together in the yard at any one time and adults should leave promptly after drop
off.
• Please do not approach the school doors to speak to staff.
• Parents are responsible for ensuring children are in school safely and on time.

Important information
• All children are required to return to school unless they are shielding themselves or a family member (Advice on
shielding is likely to be updated imminently.) If you need support with this transition back into school we will be
happy to help with this. We are there to support you in every way possible.
• Children will remain in their own class contact group for the whole day. They will not have any direct contact with any
other contact group throughout the course of the day. Children will not need to adhere to social distancing within
their contact group, but adults will continue to adhere to social distancing.
• As much as possible children will be sat side by side to avoid any prolonged face to face contact.
• Children will have frequent hand washing slots throughout the day.
• Children should only bring in essential items from home, such as; coat, packed lunch bag and a wipeable pencil case
for key stage 2 pupils which can be left at school to allow children to have their own set of resources.
• Milk will be provided to Foundation Phase pupils.
• All children, including Foundation Phase will need a healthy snack (fruit) and refillable water bottle.
• Children are able to choose a school dinner or bring a packed lunch. If you pay for your child's school meal please do
this via online payments to avoid the handling of money. You can request your personal code from the school office.
• Surfaces and regularly touched objects will be frequently cleaned throughout the school day as will all of the toilets.
• Staff will not wear PPE in the classroom. This will only be used if required during first aid or direct care that does not
allow social distancing.
• School uniform should be worn. It is advisable that a clean set of clothes is worn each day. Please be mindful of the
weather as we will be outdoors as much as possible.
• Staff will not be able to apply suncream to your child, so please apply before school if the weather is nice.
• There will be no breakfast club provision for the first fortnight and following this time it will be limited by the
number of children and there will be eligibility criteria.

Symptomatic learners and staff

Under no circumstances should pupils or staff attend school if they:
• Feel unwell, have any of the identified COVID –19 symptoms
• Live in a household with someone who has symptoms of COVID – 19; or
• Has tested positive for COVID – 19 in the past 14 days.
Anyone displaying symptoms should stay at home for 7 days and should make arrangements to be tested.
Anyone who lives with someone displaying symptoms but remains well should stay at home for 14 days for the day the
first person became ill.
Suspected cases
If anyone becomes unwell with a new continuous cough or a high temperature at school, they will be sent home and
advised to follow the staying at home guidance.
If a child is awaiting collection, they will be moved to a room where they can be isolated behind a closed door,
depending on the age of the child and with appropriate adult supervision.

PPE will be worn by staff if there is a case of suspected COVID – 19.

Timetable of the Day
Entry into school
• Children and one adult will come into the school yard as near to their allocated time as possible. A member of staff will
collect the children at their allocated time.
• On entry the children will be given hand sanitizer and then wash their hands before entering the classroom.
The school day
We understand that children have had varied lockdown experiences and a fundamental part of our curriculum coming back
into school will focus on developing emotional, social and mental wellbeing and providing our pupils with opportunities to
reform their social connections with their peers. The focus will also be on Outdoor learning, physical activities and
opportunities for play. There will be a clear focus on preparing children for the next steps in their learning from whatever
starting point they are at.
Lunch time
• Foundation Phase children will have staggered dinner times remaining in their contact group in the dining hall. Key Stage
2 children will eat their lunch in the classroom. This will be followed by an opportunity for outdoor play still remaining in
their contact group.
End of the school day
• At the end of the day the children with wash their hands and will be sent out to parents promptly at their allocated
times. Please leave the school yard as quickly as possible.

Communication between staff and parents
• Unfortunately, school will not be available for parents or any other adults to enter as you normally would.
• Parents are encouraged to adhere to the times for drop off and pick up times and should not approach the doors to
speak to staff. Following drop off times we ask that you leave the area as promptly as you possibly can.
• If you need to communicate with staff, we would ask that you email your child's class teacher or ring the school and
someone will call you back.

• Please do not attempt to enter the building to approach the reception area unless a prior arrangement has been made
via phone call or email.
• Late packed lunches, bags etc. will not be accepted by office staff.
We look forward to taking the next positive steps into welcoming all pupils back into
school.

Have a wonderful Summer.
With Thanks.

